He began by giving a few moments talk in Irish, which was vociferously applauded by the few who were fortunate enough to understand it. Then he went on ... in English to tell the mission of the Gaelic League, the situation it was facing, the work it had done, the aims it entertained. Its object was the De-Anglicisation of Ireland, to make Ireland Irish, Irish in language, Irish in thought, Irish in aspirations, Irish in its past-times, Irish in its industry. The struggle was for the preservation of the national identity of the Irish people. 18 The evening was a tremendous success. Hyde was delighted with the reception accorded his speech and the Irish community in the city were thrilled. By way of response, a Toronto Branch of the Gaelic League was organized by the end of May. Kenney, a willing convert to the struggle, joined immediately, started to learn Irish and immersed himself in Irish history and culture. He adopted the League's ideal as his own. About a year later, Kenney noted in his diary that "the creation of a new Irish people is a noble aim, and one which corresponds with what I hold." The Irish deserve independence from England, he continued, and I think it is my duty to prepare myself for rendering her all possible assistance should that day ever come. Meanwhile I must help in the Gaelic movement which is giving Ireland the soul of a nation instead of that of a province. 
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When James Kenney graduated in June 1907, he himself recognized that an important phase in his life had come to an end. The conclusion was a happy one. "The whole thing is now over," he wrote, "I have been decorated with the academic hood, and stand up a wonderful Bachelor of Arts. Extraordinary, isn't it!" 21 Maurice Hutton, who taught Kenney at least one course in each of his four years, was impressed with his progress and later wrote: I hardly think any student has profited more conspicuously from his University course; owing of course not merely to innate ability but to unwearied industry and application. 22 Kenney's long absences from home had been a constant source of worry for his parents, but on that day in June 1907, they must have been proud of their son. He entered university in 1903 with some trepidation, unsure of himself and uncertain of his ability. Now, all of this had vanished. He had proven academic skills, he was an active participant in the practice of his faith, and the Gaelic League had given him, in his own words, "something to work for, to stand for, to regard myself as a representative of . 
